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GRANDFATHER STORIES for FAFA  Nevember-1964% from
' ' ' H.ward DaV.re
L705 Wedel Street
Dearborn Hgts, Michigan

A few years ago I vmg sitting srmg and comnlacent on the waiting
1list of FAFA when l'artin Alger nosed the question, "What are vou roing
to do when you get into FAPA 7%, I answered vnromptly, "Why, eight pgs
a year, just like everyone else." At the time I really intended to do
better than that, but if I Adon't met started I wen't even make that for
my first year and then I can quit worrving about.the whole thine!

I've an excellent ormortunity to work up my eight in one sittine,
at the moment I'm doing a stint as a desk clerk at a small +rucker's
hotel. I worked this morning on my regular job, rot in six hours at
time and a half, when I came home I had a message to call Bill Justice.

He desverately needed someone to £ill in on this 4eob for one ni~ht.

I checked in tonirht at o P.M. prepared to stay 15 hrurs and then go
home and get some slepp ~ if I'm unlucky ~ if things work out rirht Atom
will be here sometime tomorrow and I can nut off sleernine until whatever
time ye have to send him on his way. .

Ch, it's been a hectic day, as I was smeaking to Bill Justice and
agreeing t tare this job I hear Karol,our twelve year old, screaming

in the back yard, "She's Dead, She'g Dead!"

I dropped the phone and ran to the baek yard, from the terror in
her voice I immediately assumed she was referring to Snzanne, our ten
yr old. Karol was standing there vith her arms wrarped arovnd Svbil &
Sybil yelled for me to check Gineser, the runny I epot Karol some six
weeks ago. I went back through the house and found her lving on the
grass when a neighbor had carried hWer from the street. She'@ been out
of sight only three or four mimites, just long enough to reach the st.
and be hit by a car. :

In the meantime Supy was two houses away, with her arms wranred
around a neighbor woman, if anything her screams were lounder than those
of Kyrol. I wrarped the dog in newspaners and put her in the trunk of
the car, then we took both children in the house and tried to confort
them. It took some two hours to dry the tears, by that I mean two
so0lid hours of crying. In the meantime I took the dog to a vacant lot
bordering a stream some blocks away and buried her, thinkine it best to
dispose of her quickly.

When I oot back the shock was wearing off slightlv and Karol insiste
ed that she wanted her buried in the back vard, she also wanted me to
pull one of her four teeth - so she'a have to rememheor her by. Ve
settled for back vard burial and I had to exhume her and die a new grave
the children haven't forced themselvns- to see the srave vet, but I sypp=-
ose this was the least I could do for them, ‘

Karel has beeeed for a dog for ahout five vears, two vears ago she
had one, a stray that adopted us, for two wecks., This nne contracted
distemper and had to be destroved. A year aso Svybil nromised her one
and it_was put off week after week, month after month, until late July.

It scems a shame that such a little thine, that loved sn strone &
was so deeply loved should live a total of eleven wecks. Eyen I fecl
the loss deeply.



LIGHTHOUSE :: I went through a Petzger type exverience bacl in '=w0,

My father went to work one morning =and rot siclk, sicker than usual
that is, he started home,sot a courle of miles and started hemmoraeing
from the mouth. He pulled the car to the curb, opened the door and fell
out on the sidewalk. He was lucky, he'@ stopred the car in front of a
doctor'sg office! Less than ten minutes later he was in a hospital two
miles away. An ulcer had burst, they exvected to keer him there a fow
days and onerate.

Well, my step-mother was rrognant, with the baby due in a few wecks,
she went out to see him, took pi's & 5 bathrobe and took his bloody
clothes to be washed. The next morning at 9 AM the neighbors took her
to the hospital, a different hosrital some 15 miles away. Sybil called
me at work, I went down and passcd myself off as the husband,

The baby arrived that aftcernoon and later I went out and told my
father that everything wvas OK T would take turns visiting them and pass
messages along. The noxt evéning I walked into the hosnital and asked
for a pass to visit my wife: The boss lady said,"What shall we do about
the baby?", I replied, "Hnll, feed it and keep it clean". The egal
looked un and said sharnly,"The baby died last nighti"

Man, this blew my bluff wide oven! Minutes later I had conféssed
all and was trving to figure out what to do., My step-mother was still
in shock, she couldn't make a decision on what to do about the body &
my father wasn't in anv condition to de anvthing himselfy T wound up
visitng my sten-mother and she told me to do whatever I thought best, so
I headed for the other hosnital.

I told my Dad the situation and he immediatelv decided that he was
going to handle it. The hecad nurse told us he couldn't leave unt¥l the
doctor signed his release, whercupon he sisned hisown release.  Then we
learned that he couldn't leave until his bill was naid in f‘ullz it was
obvious they were stalling us, for his own good naturally. He'd foxed
them again, the safe was suprosedly on a time lock and he couldn't get
his monecy until 9 AM, whercuvon he nulled a wallet from his pillow and
pceled out $700.

They had one last try at it, he didn't have any clothes -- and ten
minutes later we walked through the lobby. He was wearing a2 bathrobe &
was barefootced! I took him home to dress and then we went back to the
other hospital. :

Oh we had other minor adventures. They wouldn't permit two fathers
to visit the mother at 2 AM, at the same time I wouldn'$ let him out of
my sight morec than a few minutes at a time, I t0ld him I'd wait in the
car, walked out the front door, in thc side door, stolec the freight cle=~
vator and walked into her room right bechind him.

Carol should have tried woriner for an ox Stf map ovmer, this man
" used a2 lot of cartoon stuff, the artist wonld come in with his ~rms
loaded. The publisher wonld suecgest that they step out for coffec ob a
drink and the artist would leave his moterial on the desk, When they
returned the publisher examined the stuff and turned it down. In the
coffece interval the office girl had photostated the entire lot. They
might or mieht not be used but in anv casc the artist never recicved a
penmay.




This publisher also had an ndversion o naving his-writers, n2s Thwe
heard the talc onc of our boys, now on the west coast, tanght him a
rather exnensive lesson.

This man submitted a mamiscrint =nd cventunlly had it rcturned, some
weeks later a friend mentioncd that he'd scen it in print. Well, our
hero didn't threaten lawsuit, he simply started one and at the nrTODETr
tinc got a court order padlncking thec m=an's warchouse ... with the just
rrinted issuc locted un tiehtly inside, getting more outdated with csch
passing day,

a
To further cloud identitics:; the nublisher was/Nov Ynrk onerator.

INTERLTIDE

~ Not guitc a month ngo the Dotroit crowd whisked of® to Cviearo to
help Rosor Sims snarc himsclf in a flvtrar. Ve got him marricd off
proverly and came hone S.inday nite. When I got in I found 2 note

to call Ben Starik, Ben informed me that Cleveland was having some

internal troubles & was not biddine for the '66 convention.

Dectroit has been making srall noiscs abont biddine for a convent-
ion, with the thrught in the back of our collective heads that we
had a year to mac up our minds. After all, we could always dron
our bid in the Spring of '65. Clevelond wns making a firm bid and
it wouldn't take muech offort on sur nart to losc the bid.

I wonder if we aren't standing here with our foot jammed firmly
in the piss pot ?

Since Detroit may be in *the rumnine for a convention it*a onlv 2
matter of timc till someone ass what we'we fonna do abovt Bween and I
might just as well det~il onr nosition.

"T doanno"

The Detroit eroup has nnt even discussed cxelvding Breen, matter of
fact we don't cven have a convention committce to ma%e deecisions, any
minor promotion hns becn carricd out by Danny Flaehta, Dick Schultz and
mysclf. Our rceent (I think it eamc off) boer partv at Berkeley was
paid for by individual contributions from Dotroit fans, just to show
that we're wheels ~nd loafled with money.

VINEGAR WORM :: If » fow morc vnennle call you arrec-nut" I'11 begin to
believe it. “What say I bring my 5,200 rd, 24 ft long, Tackard to the
Midwestcon. e ean always drag down route 27.

I, personally, like John Boardman, but I'll bet nolitieally that we
can't find onc singlc thing in cormon. Unfertunately therc are people
who musf take violent sides in any srgument. You'll find that the same
person will be cngnged in first onc and then ~nother areument and in
time_their arguments become less 2nd less importsant to fandom at large.

In many c~scs fandom will bec unsurc ~s to fust who they fiehtineg ..,
with thig timc. I consider mysclf = *ind, gentle sort of person and
just can't undorstand why I'vc had to defend my honor (reluctantly of
course) with so many of thesc misguided peonle.

Do you have the same problems ?



WHY NOT :: Al, 0ld man, vou wonldn't oven recosnize the N3F thesc days,
I don't know of a singlec fecud running at thc moment.

I'm amused by the "Fens from Babes" pgs, T've been under the imrress-
jon (38 most parents arc) that my children arc somewhat surerior, but
I'm being disillusioncd lately. Karol is falling behind in all of her
classes. Sho snent three months at home last winter, the last of it
with a visitine teacher attendine. Samchow she grasncd cnough of it to
rcturn to class and nassinto the next grade. Naw, we find that she
didn't undcrstand the fundamentals of much of it. "By intensive stndy
she memorizes the particular study & passes tests with A's & B's but
her daily work is cxtrememly noor, so much so that we arc wondering
how we cnan dig un moncy for a rrivatce tutor. I wonder how much of
this sort of thing harmnens.

The Bio cartoon reminded me of one she did for us sorec vears arso,
wherein two snncemen ~re lonkine over the cdege of the mhon and find it
flat on the back side. Dean lelauehlin turned this over %o his father,
an astronomer at the U of M, hig father nosted t*is on the bulletin
board in the Astronomy dgpt at the Uriversity.

SELF PRESERVATION :: It looks like all we had to do was wait it out &
the Breen mess did ego away. Yell, nearly all of it anyway. I do have
one strong objection left however. You'll note a small card included
in the mailing. I+ arpears that some of our reorle are more concern-
ed with saving three lousy dollars than thev are with holdine to their
principles.

When I yne a boy a "wovcott" was a bovecott, not a method of saving
rennies and refusing tec nav for what vou rot!

I've just changed jobs also, throwing to the winds all mv lenethy
nplans to put out THE fanzine that would make a name for me. I euess
I'11 jus- have tn make a name some other wav.

Two weeks ago I started to work for the U.S. Goverment Tostal Servic

Several months ago I décided to chanece iobs, at that time I wms
working for Monthomerg “ard in a warehousinr operation that seems to be
srowine smaller with each vyesar. I+ was comnletelv mossible that T
could stay on there and retire at 65 or whatever are they have nicked
by that time. If so I w~1ld rrnbablv alwavs be near the bottom of the
pile. There hasbeen very lkttle local acvancement t-ere in several
vears. Chicapo is filled with brisht youne college eradnates and vhen
they do need someone they usmally shin in oneof them. In this case
it wuld be a dead end.

Cne the other hand, as I mentioned above there, bhe comranv has been
expanding ranidly, and at the same time reducines the warehousing orer-
ation steadily. -The direct warehousine oneration, six vears aro, used
about 225 men. N_., +hev are down tc about 75 men and it arrears it will
go even lower. I decided I'd better ret out while I conld. I +onk
the civil service trsts in Jyne and about the first of Cctober they
called me and told me to come on in and go to work,

The accentance form srecificd that I must be willine te work six
days, ten hoursrer day. I agsumed this refered tn the Xmam rnsh but
on the first day found out differentiv, 't nregsent that's a standare?
work week, as Xmas arrroached we'll he vorine ¢ en more,




I had one tynewriterover there =

For several years I've been using an old R.C. Allen machine that has
given fine service, well, way back last sprine the "T* started workine
loose from the type bar, for a few davs I simply pnshed it back in rlace
oceasionally but finally I decided to solder it firmlv whereit belonred

This was no ereat problem, however it was not set on the tvoe bar
rroperly, the bottom of the Jower xase and top of the urrer case were
all that would hit. In desperation one after noon I started huntine a
repairman.  Bverythine was closed, but I found a loeal tyrewriter
renstl service that arsreed to do the job. Ho re-snldered it in place
but in the meantime I wad managed to sgneeze the face somewhat with the
result xthat I sti1ll didn't ret a full i~nression.

The rental man ( I now refuse to eall him a "service man") said that
if I would eet a new ey he would install it - on this basis I pave him
a junker portable for parts, he was such a nice n1ld Puy -, I storped in
at the local factory representive and ordered a new kev.

The girl at the order desk confidentally took my order and said it
would be delivered in a few days, the vparts man was gone for the -day &
she didn't know where the stoek A s, Typn woeks later a loeal messenc-
er service delivered it. I nan it over t» the rental man and left it,
2-3 days later he calledto say I had = key for another model! :

I gat model number, serial nmmber, & everyt-ine else I could find
on the machine & pg.nrdered the ey by phone. Since thr service-narts
man spends most of his time on the woad it took another weelr,

The parts man ordered the rrover *ey, It took four weeks to pet it

from Chieago! In the meantime; the rental man called. It seems the
machine was in his way and if I wagn'+ enine to-get the *ey he wvanted
me to get the damn thing out of his way! I gtalled him a few days

until the key arrived then rushed it over to him.

Yy Aaughter took the o0ld & mew ¥ev to him and left 1t., I »gther
expected him to install it that genine and call me the followine day,so
much for youne hopes!

Two weeks later he nhoned, he wanted to knOW‘whaﬁ”LL§~ﬂhne vith-
the connecting wire! He had disconnected this wire in w1 and I',
never even secn the damn thing. Two days of discussion & gu~nosed
hunting on everyone's rart did not turn up the wire :... so, last Sat,
he phoned Svbil and told her to come get the machine, if we couldn't
find the wire he couldn'+ do anything for us and he wanted that machine
out of his way!

I picked the machine up Sunday =and vesterday took it into a loeal
repair shon. In fifteen minutes their repairman made the connecting

wire from some soring stock and installed the key.

I thin% next time I'1l just take trebloody thing into a shor and
leave it.  Wi.tever the price it'11 be worth it!

In the meantime I've been using a borrowed machine, with sticking
keys, to compose this. I'll be glad to return it.



GODOT ,
Fircworks of all deserintions have becn illeeal in Michiean
for the last 25 years or more, but it doesn't have any great effect’ on
the older ¥ids & nresumed youne advlts. Detrnit is about 60 miles from
Toledo, Onic and as you enter the clty two huee fireworks rstablishments
confront you. To buy these von make your selection and then sien a
form statinethat vou're eoine to use them for an exhibit, - The man

who sells them is not soing to ask to see vour city permit, or‘anvthing
except the bills in your hand. ' ' :

As you reach my state of hirstute development you won't worry about
combing your hair, fust wipe your hand across it and cOhsider-it combed.,

I'm with you on the right of owning, and using zuns, A few years
ago I was havine trouble with a neighbor. He'd made remarks about
using a shotgun on me. I'resumably a threat only since several times
he refused to step onut in the street with me. In anv case it worried
Sybil and she wanted to move. Instead I had Martin Alger nick me up a
Belgian carbine & a box of sheills. ( T never did threaten the neiehor
with it - but a time or two I g+ood in front of a window and loaded it)

I've never cvn fired the gun, but it stays fairly handy, wit» the
sheélls seperatc and far out of reach of t» children. Once a year or
so we hear a peeulair noise and I slam a shell into it and walk aronnd t’
“the housad. '

Way back im 'gh we had a siere of window peevers. Svbil and T were
sitting in the kitchen when a young man stuck his head up at the back
window. She scrcamed and it was full 30 sceonds later before she conl
tell me what had happened. I chased him down the street bnt he had a
full block start on me and disarrecared easily.

In another case somenne tried the back door nne night when I wmgsn't
home. The ~olice came, frund noone and a few davs later sent' nut the
detective bureau for a rrutine check. I commented then that I ~xpected
to buy a gun and if he'd iust come back ~ften enoueh I's Aeliver him
some¢ night.

The deteetive was_a real srort. He exnlained that if I shot the
man on mﬁ back porch I would be nrosecuted, unless I was defending my
home. ¢ then explained that if the man was hit between the eyes he
couldn't prosecute, and I should be sure to hhrow a handfull of slass
inside the housec =25 cxidernee that the man was breakine into the house.

Approximately six months later a window pecper was shot about a
mile from here. The window peeper lived some four blocks from me and
may have been our boy.

He was watching a tecen-age girl who left the room and told her
father. The father walked into the back yard =nd shot the man as he
climbed nver a fence. "Hec was on top of the fence and turned to face
me. I saw a gleam in his hand and thought he had a knife. He started
to Jump at me, so I shot him".

A

The molice dddn't find =1 'nife but they freed the man on "gelf
defense. : : : ' i}

On the other hand a former p~lice ffiond of mine alwavs carried a
knife in his pocket, when and if he had to shont someone he wanted to
make sure they were found with aweavnon.



FHANTASY PRESS . : _

I cor one, wonld like to sce the articles mn the ~il field davs, a ;
subject that has always intcrested me. Same years aso I wmg visitine
rclatives in I1linnis, a female cousin has married an nil field engincer
and he has many tales to tell, such asg

It scems his company employed a lady cngineer. Late one night she
drove out to the drilling rig, they expected the well to erme in some-
time that night. Sye drove up, parked the car, 1laid down on the seat
and went to slecep, knowing that the drillers would wake her whenevr they
were ready.

Now, it scems that drillers are a rugged lot, this crew slept in a
tent in the area, frequently nude andon necasion they might even wander
around the place that way. Sa, oneof the . men walked into the
tent, shoo% the other one and said, "I guess that's the enginner out in
that car. Go wake him up and tell him we'pe ready".

a

Our boy shrugged off the shect, walked to the car maked, jerked the
car door open, lcanedover the sleering fisure and said, "C'mon we'ye ‘
rcady for you."

CELEFBAIS :

Bi1ll, I npobably won't pet the mail cancht un for weeks, so 1'71
take this oeeasion to mention that I've pnicked up a bateh of Al1l-Story
%289 and 1911. Ig vou'meintercsted dron me a card and we'll swap some-

ng.

IT'S CLEVELAND IN SIXTY SIX

During the last year Detroit fandom has been speaking of biddine
for the '66 convention, we wavered back and forth, submitting adverts
and making vague plans. At the same time we had serioms dnmbts, some
of our boys weré planning masjor changes. Roger, for examrle was get-
ting married, Jim Brsdcorick was pettine morried, some of us were about
to change jobs, all of whichk left our future uncertain,

Cigveland was having internal troubles, and Syracnse was trving to
breaking the rotation rlan, all of which was pushine us into makine a
bid regardless of whether we really wantedone. Y

Two weeks ago we had a iawest conference at Sanduskv, Ohin, members
of Csneinatti, Cloveland, & Detronit fanddms rot together tn see what !
could be done about the situation.

It lined ur this way= - Svyraense wantad the ennvention but has some
nationwide orposition. Cqiaveland has the desire and ambition but does
lack some of the necessary lsbor. Detroit has the labor & g~me exver-
ience but lacks the drive so necessarv for the nlannine.

In the long run we decided to withdraw and supnnrt Ciaveland, roing
so far as to offer considerable labor. This will leave the Cleveland
boys free_to do the nlanning, contacting peonley ete. We will handle
Prneress Reports, Progranm Bnok, Dignlays, maning the reeistration table
and similar tasks. o

In practice this will be similar to the '64% arrangement between
Borkeley & Los Aageles. Ben Jason has graciously deseribed it as a
"joint convention", sponsored by Detroit & Cleveland. We think it's

a good arrangement and that you'1ll like it.
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